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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Finance & Advisory Committee 
Meeting of August 26, 2020 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of the Finance & Advisory Committee (FinCom) was held on Wednesday August 26, 2020 at       
6:30 pm. Due to the COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place 
virtually on Zoom.  
 
As outlined in Chapter III, Section IV of our Town bylaws, the Finance & Advisory Committee is comprised of 5 residents who 
“shall consider all articles and warrants for town meetings involving an appropriation or expenditure of money or the 
disposition of any property of the town. The Committee shall hold prior to each annual town meeting one or more meetings at 
which the Selectmen and other invited officers, boards and committees of the town shall be present to consider the items which 
make up the annual budget and any other municipal matters. In discharge of its duty, said Committee shall have free access to all 
books of record and accounts, bills and vouchers on which money has been or may be paid from the town treasury. Officers, 
boards and committees of the town shall furnish said Committee upon request with facts, figures and any other information 
pertaining to their several activities. The recommendations of the Committee on the articles in the warrant for the annual town 
meeting shall be printed in the annual town report, which shall be distributed, if possible, one week before the date of said 
meeting.” The Finance & Advisory Committee also has statutory authority to make transfers from the Town’s reserve fund to 
departmental budgets for extraordinary or unforeseen occurrences. It may approve, with the Selectmen, some budget transfers 
during the last two months of the fiscal year and the first 15 days of the next year in order to close out the Town’s financial 
records.  
The Appointing Committee for Finance & Advisory Committee is comprised of the Board of Selectman Chairman; Finance & 
Advisory Committee Chairman; Town Moderator and votes to appoint members to the Finance & Advisory Committee.  
Alex Begin (2021); Carrie Jelsma (2021); David Molitano (2022); Susan Mehlin (2023); James Purdy (2023) 
 
Call to Order - With a quorum present Mr. Begin called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm.  
Committee present: A. Begin, Chair; Vice Chair; C. Jelsma; J. Purdy; D. Molitano; S. Mehlin 
Also present: Anthony Ansaldi, Town Administrator; Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Chris Holak, 
Interim Finance Director; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Mr. Begin announced the meeting was being recorded and those present.  
 
• Finance Committee Reorganization - Chair, Vice Chair   
Mr. Begin nominated Jim Purdy as Chair of Finance Committee.  There were no additional nominations.   
Mr. Purdy accepted the nomination. 
Mr. Purdy nominated Carrie Jelsma as Vice Chair of the Finance Committee.   There were no additional nominations.                 
Ms. Jelsma accepted the nomination. 
 
The Finance Committee liaisons will be discussed at a future meeting and how this would be handled during the pandemic.  
 
• Fall 2020 and Annual Town Meeting (ATM) 2021 Planning  
Mr. Holak reported that the Board of Selectmen set October 17, 2020 for the Special Fall Town Meeting and  
May 1, 2021 for the 2021 Annual Town Meeting. 
The Special Town Meeting Warrant closes September 22, 2020. 
 
Typically, the Warrant Hearing is held the Monday prior a town meeting, but the Monday before the October 17 Special Town 
Meeting is Columbus Day holiday.  The Warrant Hearing date was set for Tuesday October 13, 2020. 
 
Mr. Holak gave a general overview of the financial articles deferred from the ATM to be on the STM warrant:  

o Use of Free Chase for Capital Improvement Program (10 items) 
o Transfer from Water Surplus for SCADA hardware/software 
o Local Adoption Meals Excise Tax 
o Local Adoption Room Occupancy 
o Non-financial articles on the Warrant include: Bylaw Amendment: Recodify General Bylaws; Zoning Bylaw 

Amendment: Recodify Zoning Bylaws; Easement National Grid on Town of Wenham Property;  
o Citizen Petition to increase Board of Selectmen from three members to five. 
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The Committee will revote their recommendations on the articles for the Special Town Meeting. 
Mr. Ansaldi said he was able to use CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, & Economic Security Act) to purchase electronic voting 
equipment to use at town meeting.  The State continues to debate if towns should be allowed to use CARES funds for lost 
revenue during the pandemic State of Emergency. 
 
Mr. Ansaldi noted the schools have not had access to the Town’s CARES Act funds but this is now being discussed at the state 
level.  The school has additional security concerns with some of the COVID-19 plans being discussed and additional funding 
may be required.  
Mr. Ansaldi mentioned that the school may have some Excess and Deficiency funds above the five- percent threshold of their 
budget, which would be returned to the towns and suggested these funds be used to start an education stabilization fund.  This 
will be discussed at a future meeting.  
 
• Budget Discussion  
A FY22 budget calendar will be provided to the committee in early September. Mr. Ansaldi reminded the committee that the 
town may not be able to financially maintain a level service budget for FY22.  It is unknow what the impacts of the pandemic 
will have on the town’s finances. The committee asked for any updates from the state be included.  
 
• Other matters, as may not have been anticipated by the Chair (discussion only)  
The Audit Committee meets one to two times a year.  Mr. Purdy, as chair, volunteered to be the Finance Committee’s 
representative. 
   
• Next meetings:  

o September 9, 2020 
o October 7, 2020 
o October 13, 2020 (Warrant Hearing) 

 
• Adjournment - The committee unanimously adjourned by roll call at 7pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
8.28.2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 


